


ÅCarolina Recycling Association 2018 Conference March 
19-22

Å20 excellent recycling sessions and workshops

ÅAnd 1 really bad one..mine

What is the recycling industry saying about 
China, markets and contamination?



Youõre going to get 
all the super hits on 
one presentation!



Å You will likely need more than one 
recycling vendor

Å Truckload quantities
Å Storage

Å Aim for mixed loads

Å Communication and Time 
Challenges
Å Recycling may not be your only job

Å Vendors may have a million 
questions or,

Å Vendors can be unresponsive



Å Your problem recyclables are most likely not a high value 
material

Å Markets fluctuate

Å Your problem material is not worth what it may have been 
in the past

Å Itõs a òbuyers marketó

Å China

Å Cost avoidance

Å Best case scenario is a cost neutral solution

Å You will likely have to pay to have material recycled

Å The biggest mistake the recycling industry made 
was promoting recycling as a free or money making 
option





ÁWhat are we seeing?

ÁCardboard is down

ÁChinese government has said that used cardboard exported to 
China can only have a maximum of 0.5% of contaminants

ÁThe makeup of paper has changed

ÁMixed paper is no longer shipping

ÁMRFs and processors switched to mix because it was cheaper to 
separate

ÁNow they are separating again





ÁWhat are we seeing?

ÁPlastics

ÁHDPE and PET are about 
the same

ÁNo longer shipping 3 -7õs 
or Bulky Rigids

ÁShrinking export market 
for other plastics



ÁContamination appears to 
be a way-of-life, particularly 
in Single Stream processing 

ÁContamination causes 
increased maintenance 
costs on equipment and can 
reduce efficiency in sorting
ÁJim Marcinko ðWaste Management 

Recycling Operations Director


